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The final version of the Southeast Alaska Safety 
Report was released on August 6. This report 
captures the measureable impacts of the FAA 
Capstone program on SE Alaska aviation. The 
89-page report is posted on the AACA website. 

The study found a 36% difference in the 
cumulative accident rate and a 31% decrease in 
the 5-year running average accident rate 
between Capstone-equipped and non-equipped 
aircraft. 

If you have questions, you can contact: Jane Lee 
Lopez, SBS Communications, Western Service 
Area, FAA, by phone at 907-271-5854 or by 
email at jleelopez@regulus-group.com. 

NPRM for Implementation of 
Safety Management Systems 

Capstone SE Alaska Safety 
Report Released August 6 

On July 23rd, the FAA released the Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking requiring aviation businesses 
to implement formal safety management systems. 
To see the proposed rulemaking, visit the AACA 
website, or go to 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-
17553.pdf  

The International Civil Aviation Organization 
defines an SMS as "systematic approach to 
managing safety, including the necessary 
organizational structures, accountabilities, policies 
and procedures." 

Comments may be submitted regarding the NPRM 
until October 21, 2009. 

Join us Friday, Oct 30, to celebrate safety, reconnect 
after a busy season, and say, “So Long, Summer!”
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The U.S. House of 
Representatives introduced 
H.R. 3371, the Airline Safety 
and Pilot Training Improvement 
Act of 2009, in response to a 
recent tragic crash in New 
York.   

The Act will impact Part 135 
pilot training programs and 
pilot records for all employers.  

Pilot Database  
A pilot records database would 
be established by the FAA with 
current airman certificates, 
medical certificates, type 
ratings, and limitations. 

Records would be kept for 
failed attempts to pass practical 
tests to obtain a certificate or 
type rating and any 
enforcement actions. An air 
carrier must then evaluate pilot 

records against the FAA 
database prior to hiring. 

The provisions in this part of 
the bill substantially change the 
current Pilot Records 
Improvement Act (PRIA) with 
further requirements and the 
need for frequent updates. 

The employer must maintain 
records on pilot performance, 
training, qualifications, 
professional competence, 
evaluations made by a check 
airman, and any termination or 
disqualification from previous 
employment. 

Training Programs 
The FAA would be required to 
issue a final rule on training 
programs for flight crew 
members and dispatchers.  

An expert panel would be 
established to review Part 135 
and Part 121 training hours.  

Flight and Pilot Training 
The Government 
Accountability Office would 
study flight schools, flight 
education, and academic 
training requirements for 
certification of an individual as 
a pilot.   

Status 
The U.S. Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science and 
Transportation included 
language similar to HR 3371 in 
its version of the FAA 
Reauthorization Bill.  NATA 
believes that if FAA 
Reauthorization is finalized 
most of the provisions in H.R. 
3371 will become law.     

private user fees, and parallels 
the US House version of the 
bill, HR 915, which passed the 
house in May.  

The bill includes benchmarks to 
ensure that NextGen proceeds 
in a consistent manner and 
simplifies certification standards 
for NextGen technology.   

Senate Bill S145, known as the 
FAA Air Transportation 
Modernization and Safety 
Improvement Act is legislation 
being considered to 
reauthorize the FAA through a 
2-year $34.5 billion bill. 
This reauthorization does not 
include new commercial or 

After review by the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, 
Science and Transportation, 
the Senate Committee on 
Finance will review the bill.  

 We will keep you posted on 
the bill’s progress through this 
session. 

 

Airline Safety & Pilot Training Improvement Act of 2009 

FAA Reauthorization Legislation  
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Three new sites: 
TOGIAK, 

KETCHIKAN, 
Dalton Hwy 

YUKON RIVER 
BRIDGE, 

CHEFORNAK, 
KLAWOCK, 

METLAKATLA, 
TULUKSAK, 
YAKUTAT. 

 

http://akweathercams. 
faa.gov/ 

 

Six 161 foot tall wind turbines are 
planned for installation on the hills NE 
of Unalakleet.  Installation is to be 
completed by July 2010.  You can see 
the complete Circular Notification at 
http://oeaaa.faa.gov.  The towers will 
be located at the following sites.  

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
63° 54' 27.80" N 160° 46' 12.60" W 
63° 54' 30.50" N 160° 46' 12.60" W 
63° 54' 33.20" N 160° 46' 12.60" W 
63° 54' 35.90" N 160° 46' 12.60" W 
63° 54' 38.61" N 160° 46' 12.60" W 
63° 54' 41.31" N 160° 46' 12.60" W 

Exemption No. 6175 Extended  

On July 30, 2009, the FAA granted a petition submitted 
by the Helicopter Association International (HAI) on 
behalf of HAI and the Association of Air Medical 
Services (AAMS) requesting an extension of Exemption 
6175. This exemption permits Part 135 certificate 
holders that conduct helicopter emergency medical 
service (EMS) operations, and are members of both the 
HAI and AAMS to conduct EMS departures under 
instrument flight rules (IFR) in weather that is at or 
above visual flight rules (VFR) minimums, from airports 
or heliports at which a weather report is not available 
from the U.S. National Weather Services (NWS), a 
source approved by the NWS, or a source approved 
by the Administrator.   

The exemption is subject to conditions and limitations 
outlined in the approval document.  Exemption No. 
6175 is extended to September 30, 2011. 

New Weather 
Cams 

Six 161’ Wind Turbines 
to be Installed at 
Unalakleet  

MARKET 
NOTES 
written by 
Bob Ward  

http://www.alaskaairca
rriers.org/servlet/downl

oad?id=251  
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